
93 

Office of Thrift Supervision, Treasury § 536.20 

APPENDIX TO PART 535—OFFICIAL STAFF 
COMMENTARY 

SUBPART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 535.1 Authority, Purpose, and Scope. 

1(c) Scope 

1. Penalties for noncompliance. Administra-
tive enforcement of the rule for savings asso-
ciations may involve actions under section 8 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 
U.S.C. 1818), including cease-and-desist or-
ders requiring that actions be taken to rem-
edy violations and civil money penalties. 

2. Application to subsidiaries. The term 
‘‘savings association’’ as used in this Appen-
dix also includes subsidiaries owned in whole 
or in part by a savings association. 

PART 536—CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION IN SALES OF INSURANCE 

Sec. 
536.10 Purpose and scope. 
536.20 Definitions. 
536.30 Prohibited practices. 
536.40 What you must disclose. 
536.50 Where insurance activities may take 

place. 
536.60 Qualification and licensing require-

ments for insurance sales personnel. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 536—CONSUMER GRIEV-
ANCE PROCESS. 

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 1462a, 1463, 1464, 1467a, 
and 1831x. 

SOURCE: 65 FR 75845, Dec. 4, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 536.10 Purpose and scope. 

(a) General rule. This part establishes 
consumer protections in connection 
with retail sales practices, solicita-
tions, advertising, or offers of any in-
surance product or annuity to a con-
sumer by: 

(1) Any savings association; or 
(2) Any other person that is engaged 

in such activities at an office of a sav-
ings association or on behalf of a sav-
ings association. 

(b) Application to operating subsidi-
aries. For purposes of § 559.3(h) of this 
chapter, an operating subsidiary is sub-
ject to this part only to the extent that 
it sells, solicits, advertises, or offers 
insurance products or annuities at an 
office of a savings association or on be-
half of a savings association. 

§ 536.20 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Affiliate means a company that con-

trols, is controlled by, or is under com-
mon control with another company. 

Company means any corporation, 
partnership, business trust, association 
or similar organization, or any other 
trust (unless by its terms the trust 
must terminate within twenty-five 
years or not later than twenty-one 
years and ten months after the death 
of individuals living on the effective 
date of the trust). It does not include 
any corporation the majority of the 
shares of which are owned by the 
United States or by any State, or a 
qualified family partnership, as defined 
in section 2(o)(10) of the Bank Holding 
Company Act of 1956, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1841(o)(10)). 

Consumer means an individual who 
purchases, applies to purchase, or is so-
licited to purchase from a covered per-
son insurance products or annuities 
primarily for personal, family, or 
household purposes. 

Control of a company has the same 
meaning as in section 3(w)(5) of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act (12 
U.S.C. 1813(w)(5)). 

Domestic violence means the occur-
rence of one or more of the following 
acts by a current or former family 
member, household member, intimate 
partner, or caretaker: 

(1) Attempting to cause or causing or 
threatening another person physical 
harm, severe emotional distress, psy-
chological trauma, rape, or sexual as-
sault; 

(2) Engaging in a course of conduct or 
repeatedly committing acts toward an-
other person, including following the 
person without proper authority, under 
circumstances that place the person in 
reasonable fear of bodily injury or 
physical harm; 

(3) Subjecting another person to false 
imprisonment; or 

(4) Attempting to cause or causing 
damage to property so as to intimidate 
or attempt to control the behavior of 
another person. 

Electronic media includes any means 
for transmitting messages electroni-
cally between a covered person and a 
consumer in a format that allows vis-
ual text to be displayed on equipment, 
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for example, a personal computer mon-
itor. 

Office means the premises of a sav-
ings association where retail deposits 
are accepted from the public. 

Subsidiary has the same meaning as 
in section 3(w)(4) of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 
1813(w)(4)). 

You means: 
(1) A savings association, as defined 

in § 561.43 of this chapter; or 
(2) Any other person only when the 

person sells, solicits, advertises, or of-
fers an insurance product or annuity to 
a consumer at an office of a savings as-
sociation, or on behalf of a savings as-
sociation. For purposes of this defini-
tion, activities on behalf of a savings 
association include activities where a 
person, whether at an office of the sav-
ings association or at another location, 
sells, solicits, advertises, or offers an 
insurance product or annuity and at 
least one of the following applies: 

(i) The person represents to a con-
sumer that the sale, solicitation, ad-
vertisement, or offer of any insurance 
product or annuity is by or on behalf of 
the savings association; 

(ii) The savings association refers a 
consumer to a seller of insurance prod-
ucts and annuities and the savings as-
sociation has a contractual arrange-
ment to receive commissions or fees 
derived from a sale of an insurance 
product or annuity resulting from that 
referral; or 

(iii) Documents evidencing the sale, 
solicitation, advertising, or offer of an 
insurance product or annuity identify 
or refer to the savings association. 

§ 536.30 Prohibited practices. 
(a) Anticoercion and antitying rules. 

You may not engage in any practice 
that would lead a consumer to believe 
that an extension of credit, in violation 
of section 5(q) of the Home Owners’ 
Loan Act (12 U.S.C. 1464(q)), is condi-
tional upon either: 

(1) The purchase of an insurance 
product or annuity from a savings as-
sociation or any of its affiliates; or 

(2) An agreement by the consumer 
not to obtain, or a prohibition on the 
consumer from obtaining, an insurance 
product or annuity from an unaffili-
ated entity. 

(b) Prohibition on misrepresentations 
generally. You may not engage in any 
practice or use any advertisement at 
any office of, or on behalf of, a savings 
association or a subsidiary of a savings 
association that could mislead any per-
son or otherwise cause a reasonable 
person to reach an erroneous belief 
with respect to: 

(1) The fact that an insurance prod-
uct or annuity you or any subsidiary of 
a savings association sell or offer for 
sale is not backed by the Federal gov-
ernment or a savings association, or 
the fact that the insurance product or 
annuity is not insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation; 

(2) In the case of an insurance prod-
uct or annuity that involves invest-
ment risk, the fact that there is an in-
vestment risk, including the potential 
that principal may be lost and that the 
product may decline in value; or 

(3) In the case of a savings associa-
tion or subsidiary of a savings associa-
tion at which insurance products or an-
nuities are sold or offered for sale, the 
fact that: 

(i) The approval of an extension of 
credit to a consumer by the savings as-
sociation or subsidiary may not be con-
ditioned on the purchase of an insur-
ance product or annuity by the con-
sumer from the savings association or 
a subsidiary of a savings association; 
and 

(ii) The consumer is free to purchase 
the insurance product or annuity from 
another source. 

(c) Prohibition on domestic violence dis-
crimination. You may not sell or offer 
for sale, as principal, agent, or broker, 
any life or health insurance product if 
the status of the applicant or insured 
as a victim of domestic violence or as 
a provider of services to victims of do-
mestic violence is considered as a cri-
terion in any decision with regard to 
insurance underwriting, pricing, re-
newal, or scope of coverage of such 
product, or with regard to the payment 
of insurance claims on such product, 
except as required or expressly per-
mitted under State law. 
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